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Mission Statement
At Howard Street, we believe that every child has special gifts and unique potential. It is the responsibility of the School, the family, and the community to individually and collectively care for and support each student's achievement. It is each student's responsibility to actively participate in learning, within and without the classroom, and within and without the School.

The School believes that literacy in the English language and a second language, learning and experience in the fine and performing arts, and the academic and experiential exposure to scientific, mathematical and technological discovery are vital elements of middle school education.

The School serves the individual student, meeting the needs of the learner. Teachers and administrators are responsible for curriculum and program development. A constructive, selfless, contributory partnership among students, teachers, parents, and community resources ensures focus on the mission of the School. Respect and responsibility guide the School's decisions and actions.

Howard Street is a model for curriculum and program innovation, teaching, governance, support for professional development of staff and School-Community collaboration.
The Howard Street Charter School complies with provisions of 

Title IX Regulations in educational programs and activities.

Instructions for Admission Application

Howard Street Charter School

Winter 2012
1. Please read all the attached materials. If you have additional questions or concerns, please call the Howard Street Office at 503-399-3408 or email our admission chair Adam Grosch at westpresadam@hotmail.com
2. Two opportunities to learn more about Howard Street for prospective students and their families are scheduled.  

On Wednesday, February 1, an information night for parents will be held at 6:30 p.m. at Howard Street Charter School, 710 Howard Street SE.

On Monday, February 6, there will be a drop-in Open House for applicants and their parents from 2:00-4p.m. at Howard Street Charter School.  Applicants and parents will be able to visit classrooms and meet current students and faculty.  

3. Completed admissions packets consisting of parent and student forms must be received in the Howard Street office by 4:00 p.m. on Friday, March 2, 2012.  Late applications cannot be accepted.

4. If more applications are received than there are available openings, a lottery will be held.  The lottery will be Thursday, March 8, 2012 at 4:00 p.m.  Location to be determined.  Applicants and their families are welcome to attend. Students who are drawn for the 2012-13 6th grade class will be contacted by phone the evening of March 8.  All other applicants will be contacted by mail and given their lottery draw number.  

Howard Street Charter School

 Frequently Asked Questions

1. Is Howard Street a private school?

No, Howard Street Charter School (HSCS) is part of the Salem-Keizer School District, and, as such, is a public school.  It is subject to federal, state and district policies as specified in the charter.

2. Is tuition charged for going to Howard Street?

No, as a public school, there is no charge.

3. How is Howard Street different from the other middle schools in the district?

The biggest difference is in our curriculum.  Students are required to take three years of art, drama, and high school level Spanish in addition to science, mathematics, social studies and language arts.  Our elective classes change each year depending on our staff, scheduling demands and student interests.  We regularly offer electives in instrumental and vocal music and are the only public school in Salem that has dance as an elective subject.  

Howard Street students are required to perform community service as part of their educational experience.  This can be done through organized school activities or individually through church, scout, neighborhood or other organized group activities.  Sixth graders are required to perform 5 hours, seventh graders are required to perform 10 hours and eighth graders complete 15 hours for a total of 30 hours during the middle school experience.

Another obvious difference is the size – we currently have approximately 52 students in each of the three grades.  This allows for a tight, “family type” community and closer relationships between the teachers and students.  

4. Do you have sports or P. E. at Howard Street?

Because we want our emphasis to be placed elsewhere, we do not have organized sports or P.E. here.  We do require students to take Health/Fitness classes in order to pass the state Health and PE benchmarks. The dance classes provide a physical outlet, as well as students’ use of the gym at breaks and lunchtime.  All of our students, however, are welcome to join an organized sports team at their resident middle school.  Arrangements may be made through the office for release during the last period elective class during the specific sports season.

5. Do you have school bus transportation provided for your students?

No.  Parents generally provide transportation and often form carpools with other parents.  Some students ride the city bus, while others walk or ride bikes.  Our students are allowed to ride the district school buses coming to South High on a space available basis.

6. Do your students have to meet State Assessments and other benchmarks?

Most definitely.  Our students are tested using the state assessments and complete district work sample requirements.  In fact, our students consistently score very well on state assessments in reading, writing, science, speaking and math.

(more on reverse)

Frequently Asked Questions, continued

7. How can I get my child into Howard Street?

We have an application process, which begins in January of the students’ fifth grade year.  An open house is held in February, and applications are due in early March.  As applications are received, they are given a number and on the date we hold the lottery (the second week of March), numbers are drawn lottery style for available openings in 6th grade.  The lottery drawing is open to all and anyone may attend.  Those students whose numbers are not drawn for the available 6th grade openings are placed on a waiting list. That list follows students through their 7th and 8th grade years.

8. What about siblings?  Can they attend Howard Street too?

It depends on the age of the sibling.  If the sibling is in middle school and has a Howard Street application on file, he/she may enter Howard Street at the same time as the sibling who was chosen in the lottery.  If the sibling does not have an application on file, he/she has to complete an application the next January and may enter Howard Street at the start of the next school year.  A younger sibling secures a slot at Howard Street for 6th grade ONLY if the older sibling will also be attending Howard Street that same year.  If the older sibling has completed 8th grade, the younger sibling has to enter the application process as a new student.  

9. I’ve heard that Howard Street is a TAG school.  Is that correct?

No, we accept applications from any student living within the Salem-Keizer School District.  Because the lottery drawing is random, we have students in our school that place on all spectrums of the learning curve.  Our curriculum is designed to challenge middle school students and includes high school level foreign language and math courses.  Students are expected to value learning and participate actively in their education.

10. On the other hand, do you have IEP and special education services at your school?

Yes, currently we have one part time LRC teacher and a part time LRC assistant who provide services at the school.  If an application of a student who is on an IEP is drawn in the lottery, the district is contacted to see if Howard Street is an appropriate placement for the student.  The elementary school IEP team has the final say in whether placement at Howard Street is appropriate or not.  

11. If a student leaves Howard Street then decides he or she doesn’t like their new school, can they come back?

No, once a child leaves Howard Street voluntarily, they need to re-apply and will be placed at the bottom of the waiting list for their current grade.


HOWARD STREET CHARTER SCHOOL

 PARENT FORM

Does applicant have an older sibling who currently attends Howard Street AND will attend Howard Street during the 2012-13 school year?  ____YES     ____NO   if yes Name_______________________________
Student’s Name  


_____


            
Male   FORMCHECKBOX 
   Female   FORMCHECKBOX 

Name Student Likes to be Called  


_____  

Birth Date  


_

Physical Home Address  









_

City ________________________________  State  __________________  Zip  _____________________

Parent/Guardian Name(s)  










_

Telephone
Day  





Evening  
______

_

Email address:____________________________________________________________________

Parent not living with child: Name_____________________________________________________________

Address__________________________________________phone #________________________

E-Mail Address:









_______
Current School  





 
Current Grade  
      (2011-2012)

It is helpful for the school to have answers to the following questions regarding your child. Your answers will in no way affect your child’s opportunity for admission.

Questions to be answered by the student’s parent/guardian.

1. Why do you want your child to attend Howard Street Charter School?

2. From our literature, you know that we expect a high level of family involvement and support for the school.  Please tell us something about how you support learning at home.

3. How does your child learn best and how has that contributed to his/her success in school?

(Over, please)

4. How will the demands of a high-level academic program impact your family?

5. The HSCS curriculum requires students to frequently work in small groups rather than independently. What personality traits does your student have that will enable them to successfully work with other students in cooperative groups?

6. What other information would you like to share about your child?

We have read the Howard Street Charter School Mission Statement, the frequently Asked Questions information and understand the school’s goals and its expectations for students.  We understand that students are required to take three years of art, drama and a foreign language in addition to the traditional core subjects.  Students are also expected to perform community service.    We are supportive of this mission and focus.

______________________________
____________________________________
Date





Signature of Parent/Guardian
Date 





 Signature of Student

HOWARD STREET CHARTER SCHOOL

STUDENT FORM

Student Name  




    Current School  






The student should answer these questions in his or her own handwriting (please do not type or use a word processor for this page). You may use the back of this page if more room is needed.  This information will be provided to HSCS staff to familiarize them with the students who will be coming to Howard Street Charter School.

1. Why do you want to attend Howard Street Charter School?

2.  
You will be required to take three years each of a second language, visual and performing arts.  Why is it important to you to have such a program?

3. Please tell us what your favorite course or subject area of study in school is, and why.

4. Please tell us what your favorite out-of-school activity is (such as scouts, sports, church, home, etc.) and why.

5.
How would your teachers describe your classroom behavior?  
Office Use Only


Date Received:  __________________


Application Complete:  ___Yes ___No


Number:  _______________________








